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Bumblebee fact file

 Bumblebees are larger  
 and hairier than their cousins 
the honeybees, which makes them 
perfectly suited for colder climates  
like ours.

 In the UK there are over 280  
 different types of bees; 24 of 
these are bumblebees, one of them 
is the honeybee and the others are 
solitary bees.

  In the UK, only bumblebees  
 are capable of buzz pollination. 
This occurs when the bee grabs hold  
of a flower and produces a high  
pitched buzz, releasing pollen that 
would otherwise stay trapped inside.

 Bumblebees have smelly feet!  
 After feeding they leave a scent 
on the flower which helps other 
bumblebees to avoid wasting energy 
landing - as the flower will contain very 
little nectar or pollen.

  Did you know… 10th July is  
‘Don’t step on a bee’ day

  Did you know that some 
bumblebees have a white bum?

Living up to its name, the white-tailed 
bumblebee is black-and-yellow bee 
with a bright white ‘bum’ or ’tail’. It is 
a very social bumble bee, and can be 
found nesting in gardens and woods, 
and on farmland and heaths. 

To find out how you can bee-kind, please visit  
https://beekind.bumblebeeconservation.org to 
see the useful bee-kind tool. 
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Entrance

Hose / Pipe

Soil

Nesting
Material

Flowerpot

Slate / Tray

Different species of bumblebee prefer different types of nests. Some like to live 
in dense vegetation, some under sheds and others high above the ground. 
You can cover all bases by leaving a corner of your garden to grow wild and 
installing a bird box, which bees often like to call home. 

To create the perfect ‘Bee Hotel’  
you will need:
• A flowerpot (>20cm in diameter)
• A piece of slate / tile
•  A bit of tube or pipe (>2cm diameter  

and no longer than 1.5m)
• Nesting material

Instructions:

1.  Choose a nice shaded area and dig a shallow hole to submerge  
¼ of the flowerpot.

2.  Dig a channel and run the pipe underground to the nest site. Leave a 
prominent entrance and be sure to make drainage holes in the pipe.

3.  Fill the flowerpot with a generous handful of nesting material, such as 
old bedding from a pet mouse or guinea pig.

4.  Sink the upturned flowerpot into the ground over the pipe exit, and use 
the slate/tray to cover any drainage holes to keep the rain out.


